Forest Ground Cover 
Overview

In this activity students explore the living and non-living aspects of a forest floor.  Taking a closer look at this often overlooked environment can reveal amazing discoveries in any season. 
Materials
· Forested area

· 1m x 1m plot markers

· Magnifying glasses or loupes

· Pencil, paper and clipboard or journals

· Knowledge of local forest plants and/or field guide books
Time

30 minutes up to 2 hours 
Audience 

K-12
Procedure
The forest ground cover activity can be done just about anywhere. School yards, green belts, river corridors or in the backcountry. Consider conducting the study plot in several of these difference locations and compare your findings. 
Once you have chosen a location have students spread out and set up their 1m x 1m plots. The plots can be marked using 4 stakes of any kind and string, flagging tape or wire tied to each stake to define the area to be studied. 

Using their journals or paper and clip boards students are challenged to record all the living (biotic) and non-living (abiotic) things they discover in their plot. If they are unable to identify something have them describe it or sketch a picture.

Field guide books, such as National Audubon Society Series, can be shared among the groups to aid with identification. Consider inviting a botanist, local plant expert or elder along with your group. Their insight and stories can add tremendous value to the experience. 
Once plots have been thoroughly examined re-group and share highlights from what they discovered. This is a great time to identify unknown species that students made sketches of. 

 Teachable moments often arise as students describe what they have discovered. Be sure to take advantage of these when they do. This is a great time to introduce topics such as; biodiversity, ecosystem, living (biotic), non-living (abiotic), producers, decomposers, carbon cycle, and symbiosis.  
Assessment

Risk Management Tips
· Always set boundaries for your students that they can recognize and understand 
· Have students work in pairs or small groups

· Visit the site prior to going with students 

· Establish a means of communicating to all students, such as a whistle, and a meeting place

Extension

· Forest Perfume 

· Paint Chips

· Greet a Tree

· Dendrochronology

· Tree Identification 

