Greet a Tree Activity
Overview

Greet a Tree is a quick icebreaker for introducing students to topics in forestry. It challenges students to use senses other than sight to correctly identify a specific tree.  It can be facilitated anywhere you have trees. 
Materials
· A class set of blind folds. Bandannas work great. 

· Trees

Time

15-20 minutes 
Audience 

K-12
Procedure
If you plan on conducting a forest study plot or digging deep into dendrochronology consider using this activity as an icebreaker. Have students work in pairs, with one partner blind folded at a time. 
The blindfolded partner is lead carefully into the forest in a intentionally confusing path to a single tree. At that point the blindfolded partner takes their time making observations about the tree using all senses but sight. 
Once they feel confident that they know the tree they are led back to the starting point, again in an intentionally confusing path. Their blindfold is then removed and they are challenged to locate the tree they came to know. 
Assessment

Risk Management
· Always set boundaries for your students that they can recognize and understand 

· Visit the site prior to going with students 

· Establish a means of communicating to all students, such as a whistle, and a meeting place

Extension

· Forest Perfume 

· Paint Chips

· Forest Ground Cover 
· Dendrochronology

